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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH 


OF  THE 

Maidstone  Rural  Sanitary  District 

In  1898. 


CENSUS  1881. 


No.  of  Acres  .  34,670 

Inhabited  Houses .  3,204 

Population  . 15,492 


CENSUS  1891. 


No.  of  Acres  . .  34,670 

Inhabited  Houses .  3,275 

Population  . . 15,907 


The  Population  of  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  was  estimated 
by  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  16,215  at  the 
middle  of  1898,  showing  an  increase  of  43  since  the  middle  of  1897. 

The  number  of  registered  Births  amounted  to  380,  including 
194  of  males  and  186  of  females,  and  giving  a  Birth-rate  of  23.4  per 
1,000  of  population,  as  against  23'  1  in  the  previous  year,  and  28*2 
in  1896. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-one  Deaths  were  registered,  which 
included  159  of  males  and  132  of  females. 

Forty  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  district  at  the  Union 
Workhouse  among  persons  not  belonging  to  it. 

The  Death-rate  was  15'4  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against 
14*4  and  16*4  in  the  two  previous  years. 

Of  the  total  291  deaths  24  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  2  by  diphtheria,  1  by  measles, 
4  by  whooping-cough  and  17  by  diarrhoea. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  T3  per  1,000  persons  living,  as 
compared  with  1*8  in  1897,  and  2*4  in  1896. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year,  per  each  1,000  registered  births,  was  142  as  against, 
122  in  1897,  and  116  in  1896. 


During  the  year  1898  the  birth-rate  throughout  England  and 
Wales  was  29'4;  the  general  death-rate  was  17*6,  and  the  zymotic 
death-rate  2*2  per  1,000  of  population.  The  rate  of  mortality  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  registered  births  was  161. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  115  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  152  in  1897. 

They  included  51  of  Scarlet  Fever,  45  of  Diphtheria,  14  of 
Enteric  Fever,  1  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  4  of  Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  51  cases  reported  2  occurred  in  Bearsted, 
30  in  Marden,  1  in  Nettlestead,  2  in  Staplehurst,  and  10  in  Yalding. 
None  of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  and  the  District  was  entirely  free 
from  the  disease  during  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  cases  reported  from  Marden  occurred 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December.  The  disease  being 
of  a  very  mild  form,  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  close  the  schools, 
but  members  of  affected  families  were  excluded  from  school  attendance, 
The  remaining  months  contributed  to  the  number  of  cases  thus : — 

January  7,  February  2,  March  1,  June  3,  July  2,  August  5, 
September  2,  and  October  2. 

The  following  shows  the  age-periods  at  which  the  cases 
occurred  : — 

1—5  5—15  15—25  25—65 

Years.  Years.  Years.  Years. 

13  34  3  1  =  51  cases. 


Diphtheria. — The  disease  was  less  prevalent  during  1898  than 
during  1897,  45  cases  having  occurred  as  compared  with  71  in  the 
previous  year.  Fifteen  of  the  number  occurred  at  the  Wurkhouse 
Schools,  and  the  remainder  as  follows  : — 


In  Banning  . 

Bough  ton . 

,,  East  Farleigh 
,,  West  Farleigh 

H unton  . 

,,  Linton . 

,,  Marden . 

,,  Otham . 

,,  Staplehurst... 

,,  Teston . 

,,  Yalding  . 


11  cases. 


3 


>  5 


3 


3 


1  case. 

1  „ 

3  cases. 

1  case. 

1  „ 

2  cases. 
1  case. 
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Two  deaths  only  were  caused  by  Diphtheria,  viz.,  that  of  an 
infant  at  Staplehurst,  in  September,  and  that  of  a  little  girl,  aged  four 
years,  who  did  not  belong  to  the  district,  and  who  was  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Coxheath. 

Nine  out  of  the  1  1  cases  of  diptheria  which  occurred  in  Harming 
were,  with  the  exception  of  one  male  adult,  among  young  persons  and 
children  of  15  years  of  age  and  under,  living  at  Edinborough  Cottages, 
on  the  Banning  Heath  Road.  The  first  case  was  notified  on  August 
18th,  and  the  other  cases  followed  at  intervals  until  October  24th. 

I  had  ample  evidence  that  the  disease  was  spread  from  one  to 
another  by  personal  contact,  the  parents  not  realising  the  length  of 
isolation  necessary  in  this  disease.  The  sanitary  condition  of  this 
row  of  cottages  was  not  good,  and  certain  improvements  have  been 
carried  out. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  14  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  and 
none  ended  fatally.  Eleven  of  them  occurred  at  the  Workhouse 
Schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  viz.,  six  in  January,  four  in 
February,  and  one  in  May. 

In  March  one  case  arose  at  East  Farleigh,  and  in  October  two 
cases  were  reported,  one  from  Yalding  and  one  from  Otham. 
Consequently  the  disease  was  absent  from  the  district  during  seven 
months  of  the  year,  viz.,  April,  June,  July,  August,  September, 
November,  and  December. 

The  cases  occurred  at  the  following  age  periods  : — 

1—5  5—15  15—25  25—65 

years.  years.  years.  years. 

1  9  1  3  =  14  cases. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  non-fatal  case  occurred  at  Marden  in 
July. 

Erysipelas. — None  of  the  four  reported  cases  ended  fatally,  and 
they  occurred  one  in  East  Farleigh,  two  in  Marden,  and  one  in 
Teston,  all  the  patients  being  over  five  years  of  age. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Measles  caused  only  one  death  during  the  year,  that  of  an 
infant  aged  one  year,  at  Staplehurst,  in  May. 
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Whooping-cough  was  responsible  for  two  deaths  at  East 
Farleigh,  of  two  sisters,  aged  23  months  and  5  years  respectively, 
who  died  one  in  January  and  the  other  in  February,  and  two  deaths 
at  Loose  in  February  and  April,  both  patients  being  under  five  years 
of  age. 

Diarrhoea  was  prevalent  during  the  months  of  July,  August, 
September,  and  October.  Two  persons  died  of  the  disease  at  the 
Workhouse,  aged  78  and  64  years.  One  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
July  and  the  other  in  August.  The  month  of  September  produced 
13  deaths,  5  in  Yalding,  2  in  Boughton  Monchelsea,  1  in  Hunton, 
2  in  East  Farleigh,  2  in  West  Farleigh,  and  1  in  Linton.  The  re¬ 
maining  two  deaths,  making  a  total  of  17,  occurred,  I  in  West 
Farleigh  and  1  in  Boughton  Monchelsea,  during  October. 

Influenza. — Five  deaths,  3  in  February  and  2  in  March,  were 
recorded  from  this  disease,  1  at  Bearsted,  2  at  Marden,  and  2  at 
Yalding,  the  ages  of  the  patients  varying  from  43  to  83  years. 


ISOLATION. 

Seven  cases,  all  children,  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Ooxheath  during  September,  suffering  from  diphtheria.  One  case 
was  removed  from  East  Farleigh  and  one  from  Banning.  The  re¬ 
maining  five  were  all  in  one  family,  who  were  removed  from  the 
Workhouse,  having  originally  come  from  Maidstone;  one  of  the 
children  died  at  the  hospital  on  September  22nd.  The  last  patient 
was  discharged  on  October  10th. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  one  school  only  during  the  year, 
viz.,  that  of  Nettlestead,  from  October  3rd  to  October  24th,  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  whooping-cough  amongst  the  scholars. 

At  the  Maidstone  Heath  School,  Barming,  a  number  of  children 
were  excluded  from  school  attendance  for  various  periods  during 
August  and  October  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria,  but 
it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  close  the  school. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  past  year  the  Maidstone  Water  Company  have  made 
considerable  additions  to  the  arrangements  for  the  protection  and 
improvement  of  the  water  supply,  including  new  filter-beds  at  the 
East  Farleigh  pumping  station  and  further  protection  of  the  Ewell 
springs,  from  which  the  whole  of  the  supply  for  Banning  and  East 
and  West  Farleigh  is  (with  a  few  exceptions  given  below)  now  wholly 
derived. 

The  injection  tank  in  Ewell  Park,  the  collecting  tanks  known  as 
No.  1  and  No.  2,  and  the  ram-chamber  have  been  rebuilt  with  brick 
in  cement.  The  tanks  are  protected  by  new  iron  hinged  covers,  and 
also  by  additional  “false”  covers  screwed  on  over  them. 

The  ram-chamber  is  also  protected  by  an  iron  cover  with  bar 
and  padlock. 

The  only  houses  supplied  by  the  Company  with  water,  other  than 
the  Ewell,  are  the  Mill  Cottages  and  two  adjacent  houses  at  West 
Farleigh. 

These  obtain  their  water,  as  they  always  have  done,  from  the 
Tutsham-in-Orchard  springs,  but  an  improvement  has  been  made  by 
which  the  pump  draws  water  from  a  continuous  flow  instead  of  from 
a  chamber  as  formerly. 

I  made  a  detailed  inspection  of  the  gathering  ground,  filter-beds 
and  works,  with  Mr.  Ware  the  Company’s  Manager,  on  August  12th. 

The  Tutsham-in-Field  springs  all  run  to  waste  into  the  Medway. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  particularly  well  under  supervision 
as  in  addition  to  the  analysis  supplied  by  the  Company,  arrangements 
have  been  made  between  the  local  Authorities  and  others  concerned, 
viz.,  the  Maidstone  Town  Council,  the  Barming  Asylum  Committee  of 
the  Kent  County  Council,  and  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  Council, 
for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  to  be  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  and  circulated,  so  that  fortnightly  analyses  are 
available  for  each.  This  arrangement  is  both  efficient  and  economical. 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Act,  1898,  “An  act  to  dissolve  and  re¬ 
incorporate  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company,  Limited,  to  extend  their 
limits  of  supply  and  to  confer  further  powers  for  the  construction  of 


works,  the  raising  of  capital,  and  otherwise  in  relation  to  their 
undertaking,”  which  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  August  12th, 

1  898,  and  as  far  as  this  District  is  concerned  affects  the  Parishes  of 
Marden,  Nettlestead,  Staplehurst,  Teston  and  Yalding. 

Such  clauses  of  the  Bill  as  appeared  detrimental  to  the  interest 
of  the  District  were  opposed  by  your  Clerk  (with  Counsel)  :  and  your 
Chairman,  together  with  Messrs.  Crowhurst,  Manner  ng,  and  your 
Surveyor,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  gave  evidence  before  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  May  last  with  the 
result  of  the  insertion  of  the  following  clause  in  the  Act: — 

50. — For  the  protection  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Maidstone  (in  this  section 
called  “The  Rural  Council”  the  following  provisions  shall  apply  and  have  effect  (that  is 
to  say) 

(1)  The  Company  shall  not  take  or  use  any  water  or  springs  within  the  parishes 
comprised  in  the  district  of  the  Rural  Council  or  any  of  them,  hut  shall  have  and  may 
exercise  within  the  said  parishes  or  any  of  them  the  powers  of  the  Waterworks 
Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  the  breaking  up  of  streets  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
down,  maintaining,  or  renewing  any  mains  or  pipes  for  the  supply  of  any  portion  of 
the  district  which  they  are  authorised  to  supply  under  this  Act,  and  may  accordingly 
lay  down,  maintain,  repair  and  renew  any  such  mains  or  pipes  within  such  parishes  or 
any  of  them,  but  except  as  aforesaid  the  Company  shall  have  no  powers  within  the 
said  parishes,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  Rural  Council  with  respect  to  providing  or 
maintaining  the  water  supply  within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  shall,  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  reserved  and  retained. 

(2)  The  Company  shall  lay  the  mains  and  complete  the  works  necessary  to  supply  the 
whole  of  the  villages  of  Nettlestead,  Teston,  Yalding,  Marden,  and  Staplehurst  within 
eighteen  months  from  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  if  the  said  works  are  not  so  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Rural  Council,  then,  on  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the 
powers  by  this  Act  granted  to  the  Company  for  supplying  the  parishes  of  Nettlestead, 
Teston,  Yalding,  Marden  and  Staplehurst  with  water,  or  in  relation  thereto,  shall 
cease  except  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  are  then  being  supplied. 

(3)  The  Company,  contemparaneously  with  the  construction  of  their  works  in  the 
villages  of  Yalding,  Marden  and  Staplehurst  for  the  supply  of  those  villages,  shall 
within  the  like  period  of  eighteen  months,  at  their  own  expense,  construct  and  lay 
mains  or  lines  of  pipes  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Laddingford  and  Fold  Hall  in  the 
parish  of  Yalding,  Marden  Beech  in  the  parish  of  Marden,  and  Cross-at-Hand,  in  the 
parish  of  Staplehurst. 

(4)  The  Company  shall  supply  the  water  to  the  said  parishes  of  Nettlestead,  Testoip 
Yalding,  Marden,  and  Staplehurst  at  a  sufficient  pressure  to  reach  the  top  storey  of 
every  dwelling-house  erected  or  to  be  erected  within  the  said  parishes,  and  such  supply 
shall  be  constantly  laid  on, 
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(5)  Any  person  duly  authorised  by  the  Rural  Council  may  at  any  time  after  not  less  than 
twenty-four  hours'  previous  notice  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Company  enter  on 
the  property  of  the  Company  for  the  purpose  of  taking  and  carrying  away  samples  of  the 
water ,  and  any  person  who  molests,  hinders  or  obstructs  any  such  person  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  under  this  sub-section  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  which  shall  be  recoverable  summarily. 

(6)  Any  difference  which  may  arise  between  the  Company  and  the  Rural  Council  under 
this  section  shall  be  determined  by  an  arbitrator  to  be  appointed  on  the  application  of 
either  party  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  mains  were  being  laid  in  the  parishes 
of  Nettlestead,  Yalding,  Marden  and  Staplehurst. 

Mr.  Cornwallis  has  had  a  private  water  main  extended  to  the 
houses  at  Wares  and  River  Farms,  in  the  parish  of  Linton,  a  distance 
of  over  a  mile. 

The  water  of  the  parish  pump  at  Marden  was  found  to  be  of 
infe  rior  quality.  The  well  was  opened  up  and  cleaned  out  and 
repaired,  and  a  new  pump  put  in,  with  the  result  of  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  quality  of  the  water.  The  old  pump  was  composed  of 
wood  throughout,  and  had  in  parts  decayed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  INQUIRY. 

I  attended  the  Inquiry  held  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
reference  to  the  Maidstone  Typhoid  Epidemic  for  six  days. 

Your  Chairman,  Inspector  and  myself  gave  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  hop-pickers,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  on 
the  district,  the  measures  adopted  for  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
the  disease  and  other  details,  on  February  3rd. 

INSPECTIONS. 

In  addition  to  numerous  visits  of  inspection  to  houses  in  which 
infectious  disease  had  occurred,  I  systematically  inspected  a  number 
of  houses  in  April  at  Yalding,  Laddingford,  Fowl  Hall  and  the 
neighbourhood,  more  particularly  with  reference  to  ascertaining  the 
condition  of  the  water  supply. 

On  the  whole,  with  few  exceptions,  especially  in  the  two  latter 
places,  the  supply  was  decidedly  insufficient,  and  in  many  cases  the 
quality  was  open  to  suspicion. 
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I  also  inspected  an  over-crowded  house  in  Banning  and  a  number 
of  hopper-houses  where  repairs  were  required  in  Marden  and  the 
neighbourhood, 

The  hop-picking  was  carried  on  under  exceptionally  favourable 
circumstances,  and  the  amount  of  sickness  among  hop-pickers  was 
far  below  the  average,  and  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
among  them. 

I  also  inspected  the  Workhouse  Schools  on  several  occasions  on 
account  of  the  existence  of  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever  among  the 
scholars. 

The  drainage  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and  a  considerable 
portion  relaid. 

I  inspected  some  cowsheds  at  Teston  in  March,  and  made  certain 
recommendations  in  a  report  to  your  Council  as  to  drainage  and 
removal  of  nuisance. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  district  was  very  free  from  all  kinds 
of  infectious  disease. 

The  customary  tables  of  vital  statistics  and  the  returns  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


March  25th,  1899. 


JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


The  number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes  and  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
with  their  death-rates;  the  principal  causes  of  death,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  in  the 
Maidstone  Rural  District  in  each  Quarter  of  1898. 
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TABLE  III. 

The  more  populous  Parishes  in  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  ranged  in  order  of  their  Death- 
rates;  the  Total  Deaths;  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  the  Zymotic 
Death-rate  for  the  year  1898. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES 
OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming-  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1898, 
in  the  Maidstone  Rural  Sanitary  District;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Population  at 
all  Ages. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in 
each  l  ocality,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

* 

Names  op  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ;  Public 
Institutions  being  shown 
as  separate  localities. 

Last 

Census. 

Estimated 
to  middle 
of 

1893. 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Diphtheria. 

East  and  West 

Banning . 

704 

692 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds. 

1 

11 

1 

Bearsted  . . 

645 

685 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Bougliton  Monch  el  sea 

1117 

1132 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds. 

2 

1 

East  Faiieigh  . 

1611 

1596 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

3 

1 

1 

West  Farleigh. . 

438 

480 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

3 

Hunton . 

934 

978 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

Linton  .  . . 

990 

1055 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

Loose . . . 

1501 

1498 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Harden . 

2350 

2371 

Under  5 

9 

5  upwds. 

27 

3 

1 

2 

Nettlestead  . 

514 

490 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

Otliam  .  . 

361 

350 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds. 

1 

Staplelrarst  . 

1818 

1946 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds. 

2 

Teston  . 

329 

337 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

2 

1 

Yalding . 

2595 

2605 

Under  5 

3 

5  upwds. 

7 

1 

1 

W  orkhouse  . 

Under  5 

3 

1 

5  upwds. 

12 

10 

Hospital  Tents . 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Hop-pickers . 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Totals . 

15907 

16215 

380 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

13 

38 

6 

39 

1 

13 

1 

4 

2 

*  Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several  Localities  for  Treatment  in  the 

Isolation  Hospital, 
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